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Description of the dataset of the UK AECED research
The dataset was gathered as part of the AECED project (Transforming Education for Democracy through Aesthetic and Embodied Learning, Responsive Pedagogies and Democracy-as-becoming), the purpose of which was to explore ways in which aesthetic and embodied methods could transform education for democracy. The project was funded by Horizon Europe and UK Research and Innovation. 
The UK research material was collected in Secondary Education and Professional Learning (for doctoral supervisors) contexts. The purpose of the data collection was to gather experiences of using the AELD (Aesthetic and Embodied Learning for Democracy) Prototype Pedagogical Framework and Guides for Secondary Education and Adult, Professional and Organisational Learning that were created at the beginning of the AECED project, and which were then further developed based on the gathered data across the whole project. 
More specifically, the Professional Learning case involved facilitated sessions with doctoral supervisors, offered online, face-to-face and hybrid, with 23 participants in total. Here, participants worked in small groups through AECED phases including introduction and familiarization to the AECED project and its resources; planning and trialling an aesthetic and embodied activity around democratic supervision; and a final reflection and evaluation session. The Professional Learning case also included a smaller self-directed strand, where 6 participants expressed an interest in working individually through the AECED resources, with the help of a Companion Guide. Within the Secondary Education phase, data were collected through an immersive and collaborative approach, where one secondary teacher (the participant) worked closely with one researcher. With ongoing guidance and close collaboration from the researcher, the participant worked through the stages of engagement with the AECED resources in depth through in-person and online sessions. The stages included: (1) introduction, (2) familiarisation with the Pedagogical Framework and Guide and associated resources, (3) planning for the AELD trial, (4) pre-trial catch up, (5) actioning the trial of AELD in the classroom, and (6) evaluation.

An overview of the data collected is given below:
	Material collection event/ method
	Number of participants 
	What kind of data
	Who collected

	Professional Learning Case
Facilitated sessions with doctoral supervisors, covering the different AECED phases, including:

Familiarisation – 5 x 90mins (online). 1 x 90mins (hybrid, with introduction)

Planning and trialling – 3 x 180mins (hybrid), 2 x 180mins (online)

Reflection and evaluation (group interview, with collage-based activity) – 5 x 60mins (online)

 
	In total, across the sessions, 23 participants, and 4 researchers 
	Audio-visual recordings, associated transcripts, researcher notes and creative expressions and images (drawings).

Outputs from the activities in the sessions, comprising screenshots, online whiteboard downloads, and photographs of artefacts created and activity outputs; transcriptions of sticky note and card-based activities.
	Karen Mpamhanga 
Joanne Barber
Suzanne Culshaw 
Philip Woods 

	Professional Learning Case
Participant reflections 
	Participants across all cycles invited (total 29 participants, facilitated session and self-led strand)

Three written reflections received via email; and anonymous reflective comments added to closed online sharing space.

	Written reflections 
	Karen Mpamhanga 

	Professional Learning Case 
Researcher reflections (written) and through a creative 60min session (online)
	4 researchers 
	Written reflections (4) and creative expressions during an online session, its audio-visual recording, associated transcripts, and images of outputs (4)
	 Karen Mpamhanga
 Philip Woods
 Suzanne Culshaw
 Joanne Barber

	Professional Learning Case
Online interviews with participants 
	3 
	Individual interviews with audio/video recordings, and transcriptions of these.
	Joanne Barber 

	Professional Learning Case
Online evaluation questionnaire 
	11
	Anonymous qualitative questionnaires, with a spreadsheet of responses.
	Karen Mpamhanga 

	Secondary education case
4 immersive sessions 
	1 teacher and 1 researcher 
	Audio-visual recordings, associated transcripts (12), researcher notes and creative expressions and images (drawings).

Outputs from the activities in the sessions, comprising photographs of artefacts created and activity outputs; transcriptions of sticky note and card-based activities.
	Suzanne Culshaw

	Secondary education case
Participant reflections 
	1 teacher 
	Audio- video recording and transcriptions of reflections,  collages (3) 
	Suzanne Culshaw

	Secondary education case
Researcher reflections
	1 researcher 
	Audio-Video recording, researcher  written and creative reflections (drawings), including  2 end-of-case researcher reflective collages.
	Suzanne Culshaw
Marie Toseland



Prior to recruitment or the collection of any data, the UK team submitted an application for ethical approval for the research to be undertaken in the AECED project from the University of Hertfordshire Social Sciences, Arts and Humanities Ethics Committee with Delegated Authority: on 7 February 2024 (Professional Learning) and 14 February 2024 (secondary education), and receiving notification of approval from the Committee on 5 March 2024 (professional learning) and 20 March 2024 (secondary education).With amendments submitted to the Committee to include researchers who joined the project later. The protocol numbers for the cases are: 
· Professional Learning case: SLE/SF/UH/06090 (original application approved, 5 March 2024); aSLE/SF/UH/06090(1) (amendments approved 13 May 2024); and 0264 2024 Oct SSAH (amendments approved 1 November 2024)
· Secondary Education case: CSLE/SF/UH/06094 (original application approved, 20 March 2024); aCSLE/SF/UH/06094(2) (amendments approved 29 May 2024); and 0261/2024 Oct SSAH (amendments approved 8 November 2024)
The AECED project was also supervised by an external ethics advisor, Simo Kyllönen, who has delivered three separate reports to the European Commission. The project also went through an extensive Ethics Check requested by the Commission in Spring 2024 (which included an extra report from the Ethics advisor). The project received a positive statement from the Commission on the 10 June 2024, and the report was formulated and signed by Evaluator Dr Nina Jasmina Zugic.
Prior to engagement, all potential participants were given an information sheet which included information about the project, what would happen to the data collected, and how it would be stored, prior to indicating their consent to engage in the project. They were then invited to sign a consent form or complete an email consent statement if they were happy to participate.  
Data were pseudonymised by giving each participant an identifying number (e.g. C4P1, or C4_1) or referred to in the publications as, for example, “one of the participants”, “one of the supervisors”; or in the case of Secondary Education case, “the teacher” or “the participant”. Only the research team are able to trace the numbers to the names of the participants. The notes that the researchers gathered were collected without personal details; gender or ethnicity, for example, were not mentioned, as they did not seem relevant to the context and analysis.
The data were gathered between 7 June and 31 December 2024, and is stored as digitalized textual files, photographs, images, screenshots, digitized drawings and video-audio recordings.  
The metadata was released on 20 March 2026, and it is in English.
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