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Description of the dataset of the Finnish AECED research
Pauliina Jääskeläinen 5.12.2025
The dataset was gathered as part of the AECED project (Transforming Education for Democracy through Aesthetic and Embodied Learning, Responsive Pedagogies and Democracy-as-becoming), whose purpose was to explore ways in which aesthetic and embodied methods could advance democratic ways of learning. The project was funded by Horizon Europe and UK Research and Innovation. The Finnish research material was collected in Higher Education and Professional learning contexts. The purpose of the data collection was to gather experiences of using the AELD (Aesthetic and Embodied Learning for Democracy) Prototype Pedagogical Framework and Guides for higher education and Adult, Professional and Organisational learning that were created at the beginning of the AECED project, and which were then further developed based on the gathered data. 

More specifically, the Framework and Guides were trialled by the participant teachers in Higher Education. Also, the project’s researchers, as Higher Education teachers themselves, tested the materials, one of them also for Professional Learning purposes. The AELD materials were reflected by the teachers. The first Professional Learning case was aimed at Higher Education teachers to educate teachers to use, implement and embody AELD ideas and to co-develop them in practice with the project’s researchers. The second Professional learning case was aimed at Finnish Dance and Movement Therapists to co-develop embodied methods for democracy with them. Data was gathered in several events that are listed below.  

	Material collection event/ method
	Number of participants 
	What kind of data
	Who collected

	6 x 90min workshops for Higher Education Teachers
	In total 19 (including the project’s researchers)
+ one visiting researcher
+ one visiting professor
	· researchers’ notes
· drawings and photos of the arts-based products
· 3 Filled in commoning card templates 
	Pauliina Jääskeläinen, Joonas Vola. In the first workshop also Olga Válková Tarasová and in the third workshop, Professor Mar Pérezts.

	Higher education trials
	10 teachers did the trials (including the project’s researchers). Two teachers did two iterations.
	1) 7 individual, recorded and transcribed interviews of the teachers who did the trials
2) 3 recorded and transcribed researchers’ discussions 
3) 33 students’ learning diaries from courses the project researchers taught  
4) 7 Filled in commoning card templates 
	1) Pauliina Jääskeläinen and Joonas Vola
2) Pauliina Jääskeläinen, Joonas Vola, Susan Meriläinen and Mar Pérezts
3) Pauliina Jääskeläinen, Joonas Vola and Susan Meriläinen
4) Pauliina Jääskeläinen and Joonas Vola

	Mentoring sessions for the Higher Education teachers 
	7 teachers, 10 mentoring sessions
	· researchers’ notes
	Pauliina Jääskeläinen and Joonas Vola

	One-day workshop for Dance and Movement Therapists
	12
	· researcher’s notes
· recorded and transcribed group discussions
	Pauliina Jääskeläinen



Due to the project’s focus on aesthetic and embodied learning, data was gathered and analysed by giving extra attention to the bodily knowledge, hence, to the sensory, emotional and kinaesthetic information about oneself and others. Also, the participants were asked to pay attention to these aspects during the trials and in their verbal and written reflections. The ethnographic and autoethnographic notes that the team researchers gathered were collected without any names or other personal details, like gender or ethnicity was not mentioned, as they did not seem relevant to the context and analysis. Interview recordings don’t include names.
Data was pseudonymized by giving each participant a number (e.g. teacher 5; student 8) or referred to in the publications as “one of the participants in…[specification of the course or workshop]. Only the research team are able to trace the numbers to the names of the participants. Due to the sensitive and personal nature of the research material, where one is asked to reflect on their emotions and sensations reflecting the collective learning situation, the data cannot be opened as such. 
All the participants signed the informed consent and data protection notice and got information on how their personal data will be processed in the research project. The informed consent was signed by both parties, the student/ teacher and the responsible project researcher, in two copies, one archived by the project, and one left for the participant student/ teacher.
Finland requested an ethics review for the research undertaken in the AECED project from the Ethics Committee of Lapland University Consortium on the 20th of August 2023, and received a positive statement from the Committee on the 24th of October 2023. The record number of the application is 1121/13.02.01/2023. The statement was signed by the Committee's chair Kirsti Lempiäinen, and secretary, Petra Falin.
The AECED project has been supervised by an external ethics advisor, Simo Kyllönen, who has delivered three separate reports to the Commission. The project also went through an extensive Ethics Check requested by the Commission in Spring 2024 (which included an extra report from the Ethics advisor). The project received a positive statement from the Commission on the 10th of June 2024, and the report was formulated and signed by Evaluator Dr Nina Jasmina Zugic. 
The data was gathered between the October 2023 and the 31st of December 2024, and it is kept as digitalized textual files, pictures, drawings and filled communing cards templates, and audio recordings. The data is mostly in Finnish, but some discussions, interviews and notes made by the international colleagues are in English. The metadata was released on December 2025, and it is in English.
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